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SSA – Detroit Office

PO Box 345

Detroit, MI 48231-9806

Re:
Joseph Albert Ashton II
Case Number: 8718995
DOB:
05-22-1967
Dear Disability Determination Service:

Mr. Ashton comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. He states that he has difficulties with work-related activities because of a loss of vision. He was diagnosed with cataracts last year and it was suggested that he have cataract surgery. However, he states that he could not obtain medical clearance to undergo the surgery. He states that he is completely blind with both eyes. He cannot see objects and he is unable to navigate his environment.
On examination, the best-corrected visual acuity is light perception only on both sides. This is at distance and near, with and without correction. The pupils are equally reactive and round. The muscle balance is orthophoric. The extraocular muscle movements are smooth and full. Applanation pressures are 8 on the right and 9 on the left. The slit lamp examination shows dense white cataracts on both sides. The corneas are clear. The anterior chambers are quiet. There is no view to the fundus on either side. The eyelids are unremarkable.

Visual field testing is attempted with the Goldman perimeter. He is unable to visualize the III4e stimulus with each eye.

Assessment:
1. Hypermature cataracts, bilateral.
2. Blindness.

Mr. Ashton has clinical findings that can explain his loss of vision. In particular, the cataracts can cause the loss of vision that he is experiencing. Based upon these findings, one would expect him to be unable to perform the visual tasks required in the work environment. He cannot read, he cannot distinguish between objects based upon visual stimuli, and he cannot avoid hazards in his environment. His prognosis is uncertain. It is possible that removing the cataracts will improve his vision. However, it is unknown if he has pathology behind the cataracts that may impact his vision.
Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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